10 MYTHS

about reporting to the police

This sheet will include common myths about reporting sex crimes to law enforcemetn
and the truth about reporting.

Will the police tell my parents if | report a
- crime?

For persons over the age of 18, all information regarding a
report will be kept confidential, and any necessary release
of information requires the consent of the person
reporting.

0 4 Reporting vs. Pressing Charges
|

Reporting is when someone wants something
documented, but does not necessarily want action taken.

u 3 Can | report a crime without an

| investigation happening?
When a police report is made, the victim can express
what action they want the police to take. In more violent
crimes, the police may be required to conduct a full

investigation. However, the victim has the right to
choose to take legal action.

Pressing Charges means someone wants full legal action
taken (full investigation, arrests to be made, potential
court case)

0 5 If | make a report, will | have to tesitfy?
u

Not necessarily. If the state’s attorney decides to
prosecute, they have the right to call witnesses. If you are
called to testify, the Bond County Courthouse has a victim
[ witness coordiator to walk through the process with you.

Will the person | make a report against
= know | made the report?
Greenville PD will not explicity share with the suspect who
made the report and takes protective measures for the
reporting party. GPD will avoid bringing the suspect into the
investigation until necessary. However, for a thorough

investigation to happen, the investigating officer must
question the suspect.

Differences between a campus order of no
contact and a restraining order?
o
Restraining Order: A protective order given by the court

that is valid throughout the entire jurisdiction of where you
got the order. Can be obtained at the courthouse.

Campus Order of No Contact: Issued by campus safety and
only valid on campus property
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